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IntrOd UCtIOn Figure 1 co-operation with
: non-academic
Applied/practice-based (APB) research is carried out “in, with and/or for i‘f:::;::':;"’ partners establishing start-ups
practice” (Oancea and Furlong 2007, p. 124) (Figure 1). As such itis careers
; ; : L solving problems

particularly prone to a high density of external — non-research specific — integration with basic Applied/ {of prqctgicr; bartners
requirements, expectations, and wishes that can at the same time mask or “":'d‘::':t';‘:‘ed Practice- ’
override as well as inspire or drive academic creativity and originality. Based .

. . ResearCh rcln.sfer to context.s
Consequently, when assessing APB reserach, funders, managers, and policy research-based outside of academia

teaching

makers need to focus on both, researchers and their external stakeholders —

tackling societal

products or services
challenges

innovation of new }

development

which might have no academic expertise at all — and bring them together to [ supporting regiondl ]

conduct high-quality application or practice oriented reserach.

Practical Advice for APB Research Funders, Managers, and Policy Makers

Address researchers and LY : Broaden the
cos |[— . . ntegrate .
IV — their partners with the call - - ex ertg from a ® persp?ctlve when
for proposals and the P . @ assessing research
O O Prop relevant practice + . .
application format OO0 field into review o quality with respect to
(e.g. short proposals, more T banels! @ _ theexternal
detailed budget plans not . P ) * dimensions where APB
Integrate the until final selection)! Explore target group specific R "~ Inspire researchers to research may have
perspectives of selection processes and formats ;\ \‘ focus on the research  impact (figure1)!
external partners @ (e.g. pitches, hackathons, : C( P question when
into the N @ road shows, in person L .b : monitoring the project!
programme and :’ \\\ - prgsentatmns, radpmlzed " . "' Is research still the focus
call design! ¢ : selection — faster decisions) and  *._ ..X  ofthe project? How does
@ platforms that bring partners and et the practice perspective
their ideas together! improve it?
Conceptualisation
Figure2  Quality of reserach can be understood as a latent construct that cannot be observed
Latent Construct or measured directly but requires explication through quality criteria that can be
_ \ explicated by aspects with various (observable or measurable) indicators (Ochsner
P ' Y . / .
pe initlon: Main Criterion1| eee |Criterionn 2022, Figure 2). The main dimensions for APB research quality are e.g. its
/ \ / \ collaborative nature, its integration to academic teaching, its links to transfer
Explication to . . . . . . _ . .
measurableor | | Aspect1| [Aspect2| [aspecti| [aspect] and innovation, as well as its social or regional impact - economic, ecological,
identifiable units \ \ \ ] social, technical, digital, or even frugal. These quality criteria have aspects for
[« _ _ | [« | which indicators can be defined —in some cases they may not exist. This explicative
Measurement 2 1_3 1_,_! 2 || 8 | method of understanding research quality is key to broaden the perspecitve on APB

. : . research assessment, even if some indicators may not be quantifiable or measurable.
Research quality as a higher order formative construct

(graph credits Ochsner 2022)

Collaboration Teaching Societalimpact  Personal Qualifications
ASP1: academic expertise, profound
practical experice, and teaching skills

NOR-CAM - A toolbox [=]%&5:4

ASP!: leads to long-term collaboration ASP1: trasformative ASPI relatable to relevant lay

INDI: types of interaction impact on afield of audiences
' competence/profession INDI: popular science dissemination

contributions of partners, share of ) A . . . for recognition and
responsibilities, resources, and data INDI: ac.qdemlsatlon of (e.g.news, joundls, TV, social media) rewards in academic . .
P professions ASP2: pubilic visibility and demand for IEI FoiE
ASP2: brings together different  ASP2: anticipates development e;-tl? ce Y careers
stakeholders of future skills INII)32° participation in public inquiries
IND2: stakeholder map IND2: ﬁrﬁ":tlcte pcr:‘rt.ner adopts . missions, boards, councils :‘\”ZO ; ::?sTafI:\t
ASP3: brings together and integrates new skifls ortechniques . Y
different competences ASP3: employment ASP3: development and maintenance
: . perspectives for students of associations and networks
IND3: matrix of competences IND3: career track records IND3: contribution and involvement in Reg ioha I Im pq Ct
ASP4: leads to change at the practice ASP/IND 4: joint research SUCh organisation Egiz:ftﬁoidgg;‘s
partner . publications with students ASP4: provides foundation for advice  Quality of Applied
IND4: co-learner, research literacy, AspP/IND5: APB PhD to decision-makers :f::zc::rtcg ::d 2.;; (I;zesglggclul
new processes, services, or products programmes IND4: citations in policy publications  10.5281/zenodo.14936226
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